
A big appetite 
for global  

flavor 
Driven by Gen Z,  

70% of foodservice 
operators report 

increasing demand 
for globally inspired 

dishes.1

 

Global is 
already familiar 

Asian cuisines —  
including Thai, 
Japanese and 

Korean — are among 
the fastest-growing 
global categories in 
the US restaurant 

scene, demonstrating 
how everyday 

eating increasingly 
incorporates those 

flavors.2 

The Flavor Bridge 
Sweet-savory profiles, 
like teriyaki, can feel 

familiar and help 
students say “yes” to 
global dishes on the 

first bite.3

The global craving in K-12
Today’s students – especially Gen Z – are growing up with  

global food everywhere, from social media to fast casual menus. 
Global flavors are no longer “adventurous” – they’re expected.
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A guide to modernizing K-12 menus  
— without sacrificing kid appeal

Global flavors 
kids love: 

A guide for 
K-12 kitchens
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Thai is featured on menus at 
 about 53% of restaurants, 
Japanese at 48%, and  
Korean at 44%

Built for K-12 compliance 
A wide range of gluten-free and preservative-free options  

supports school nutrition standards without sacrificing taste.5

Kid-friendly global recipe ideas
Familiar formats. Global flavors. Big smiles.

Easy menu swaps

Plain Salad

Plain Turkey Sandwich

Orange Turkey Salad

Tokyo Turkey Breakfast Biscuit 

Discover more K-12-ready recipes, 
menu inspiration and product charts

Chimichurri 
Chicken Grab 

and Go 
Zesty citrus chicken and 

cool, crunchy veggies  
in a burrito-style  

flatbread

Teriyaki  
Chicken 

Tacos 
A sweet-savory twist 
in a taco format kids 

already love

Orange  
Chicken Yakitori 

Skewer Bento 
Authentic Japanese  
street-food flavor,  
simplified for K-12

One product, 
many uses

1 	Datassential: Global Flavors Redefining American Trends
2	Datassential, “Asian Food Trends 2025: The Evolution Toward Culinary Authenticity” 
3	Kikkoman Foodservice Operations & Product Charts
4	Kikkoman Foodservice: Less Sodium Soy Sauce Product Page 
5	K-12 Nutritional Brochure: Recipes Kids Love! 

Kikkoman products help school 
kitchens deliver global flavor while 

meeting real-world constraints 
– tight labor, tight budgets and 

strict nutrition standards.

Smart solutions  
for K-12 kitchens 
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Less sodium, same umami 
Kikkoman Less Sodium Soy Sauce delivers full flavor with 

38% less sodium (590mg vs. 960mg per serving).4

Sodium Content per One Tablespoon (mg) The amount of sodium recommended per day is <2300mg GF - Gluten-Free   LS - Less Sodium   PF - Preservative-Free 

https://kikkomanusa.com/foodservice/flavor-without-compromise/
http://kikkomanusa.com/foodservice
https://kikkomanusa.com/foodservice/recipes/thai-chili-turkey-flatbread-pizza-with-pickled-slaw/
https://kikkomanusa.com/foodservice/recipes/teriyak-chicken-tacos/
https://kikkomanusa.com/foodservice/recipes/orange-chicken-yakitori-skewer-bento/
https://datassential.com/resource/global-flavors-restaurants-growth-2025/
https://datassential.com/resource/asian-food-trends-2025-the-evolution-toward-culinary-authenticity/
https://kikkomanusa.com/foodservice/products/
https://kikkomanusa.com/foodservice/products/less-sodium-soy-sauce/
https://kikkomanusa.com/foodservice/recipes/tokyo-turkey-breakfast-biscuit/
https://kikkomanusa.com/foodservice/recipes/orange-turkey-salad/
https://kikkomanusa.com/foodservice/wp-content/uploads/sites/2/2025/07/Kids-Love-Kikkoman-Recipes.pdf
https://kikkomanusa.com/foodservice/products/gluten-free-orange-sauce/
https://kikkomanusa.com/foodservice/products/preservative-free-less-sodium-teriyaki-glaze/
https://kikkomanusa.com/foodservice/products/preservative-free-less-sodium-teriyaki-glaze/
https://kikkomanusa.com/foodservice/products/gluten-free-thai-style-chili-sauce/
https://kikkomanusa.com/foodservice/products/gluten-free-orange-sauce/

